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fore entering upon the subject of my prelections, there
me things which I think proper to lay before you, and to
I beg your attention. I doubt not that you are all
lc of the loss which the University, and you in particular,
i by the resignation of the learned and ingenious gentle-
fho last filled this chair. Those who knew him most and
ost access to attend his prelections, and especially those
tiost profited by them, will be most sensible of their loss,
not the happiness of his personal acquaintance, for want of
tunity, though 1 wished for it, and now wish for it far more
sver. But 1 could not be a stranger to his fame and                     j

Ltiou, nor to the respect with which his lectures from this
were heard by a very crowded audience,   I am much a                    i*

;or to his system, unless so far as he hath published it to                     SI

>rld.   But a man of so great genius and penetration must                     !J

struck new light to the subjects which he treated, as well                     !>

ve handled them in an excellent and instructive manner,                    ,h

II be much obliged to any of you, gentlemen, or to any                    1;

*,  who can  furnish  me with notes of his prelections,                    I]

or in morals, jurisprudence, politics, or rhetorick. I
always be desirous to borrow light from every quarter,                    \

0  adopt what appears to me sound and solid in every
n, and ready to change my opinions upon conviction, or
nngc my method and materials where 1 can do it to
Uuge,    1 desire to live no longer than this candour and
uity, this openness of mind to education and information,
nth tru*.'

1   apology follows for the  imperfect preparation of a
course, inadequately provided For by the miscellaneous
run in physics and metaphysics at Aberdeen.    The
performance, of Adam Smith, and the high cxpecta-
associated with the new professor, the author of the
/>>', were doubtless fresh in the minds of the crowded
nice that met on that October morning in the faint

of the Old College class-room. The audience, the
professor, and his predecessor, have all now receded,
the dim distance, and arc seen under the cold light ..

caped my memory Thou mightst
